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THE SILENT BELL 

by: JAN JAMES G. ARAÑAS 

In a quiet, rural town in Dapitan, surrounded by rice fields and mountains, lived a 15-year-old 

girl named Amara. She was soft-spoken but observant, always carrying a notebook where she 

sketched and scribbled her thoughts. Her parents—Nanay Liza, a vegetable vendor, and Tatay 

Greg, a carpenter—raised her with simple values: work hard, respect others, and never stop 

learning. In the center of their town stood an old bell tower, its bell long silent and forgotten. 

No one really remembered when it last rang or why it stopped, and to most, it was just part 

of the background. But to Amara, it seemed to be whispering stories from a time long past. 

 

One day, while working on a school project, Amara wandered into the dusty corner of the 

school library. There, she stumbled upon an old journal tucked behind a stack of unused 

books. The cover bore the initials “J.R.” Curiously, she opened it and found dated entries from 

Rizal’s exile in Dapitan. His writings spoke of a bell—not one to warn of war or death, but to 

awaken hope and learning in a forgotten town. Amara’s heart pounded. Could it be the same 

bell in her town’s plaza? The thought stayed with her, echoing in her dreams like a voice 

asking to be heard again. 

 

Inspired by Rizal’s message, Amara spoke to her teacher and proposed painting a mural 

around the bell tower. She rallied her classmates, convincing them that art could revive not 

only a structure but a forgotten story. Together, they painted scenes from Noli Me Tangere 

and El Filibusterismo: Elias steering the boat toward revolution, Sisa calling out for her sons, 

and young Basilio clutching books by candlelight. As the colors came alive on the tower’s 

walls, villagers began to stop and watch. Some smiled, others wept silently, recognizing pieces 

of their own struggles mirrored in the paintings. 
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News of the project spread. Donations came in—paint, brushes, even wood to repair the old 

stairs leading to the bell. Amara and her friends researched how to safely restore the bell 

mechanism. With help from the local blacksmith and her father, they finally fixed the rusted 

supports. The town mayor gave his blessing to hold a ceremony on June 19, in honor of Rizal’s 

birthday. That morning, under a bright sky and fluttering banderitas, the entire town gathered 

to witness history awaken. 

 

At exactly noon, Amara was invited to pull the rope. With a deep breath, she tugged—slowly 

at first, then firmly—and the bell rang loud and proud. Its deep tone echoed across the fields 

and hills, reaching even those who had forgotten it existed. Tears welled up in Amara’s eyes 

as she looked around at the crowd: old farmers, young children, teachers, mothers—all 

standing together, listening to the bell Rizal once dreamed of. In that moment, silence gave 

way to awakening. 

 

From that day on, the bell rang every June 19, and Amara’s mural became a symbol of how 

one voice, guided by the wisdom of the past, could inspire many. Her story reminded the 

town—and everyone who visited—that Rizal’s fight was never just about revolution; it was 

about remembering, rebuilding, and reawakening the Filipino spirit through peaceful action, 

learning, and unity. The bell that once rang in Rizal’s writings now rang in reality, and the 

youth had made it happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume VII, Issue I 
August 2025 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  
********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Editorial Team 

Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban, Rjay C. Calaguas, 

Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto, Jerico N. Mendoza 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

 Characters 

 

Main Character (Protagonist): 

 Amara – A 15-year-old girl, quiet and curious, who becomes inspired by Rizal’s 

writings to take action in her town. 

 

 Supporting Characters: 

 

 Nanay Liza – Amara’s mother, a vegetable vendor. 

 

 Tatay Greg – Amara’s father, a carpenter who helps repair the bell tower. 

 

 Teacher – Encourages Amara to pursue her mural project. 

 

 Classmates and villagers – Support and participate in restoring the bell tower. 

 

 Mayor – Grants approval for the bell to ring again. 

 

 Setting 

 

 Time: Present day 

 

 Place: A rural town in Dapitan, Philippines 

 

 Plot Structure 

 

Exposition: 
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 Amara is a quiet student living in a rural town with a long-silent bell tower. She’s 

curious and passionate about history and Rizal. 

 

Rising Action: 

 Amara discovers a hidden journal in the library signed "J.R." with references to a bell 

of awakening during Rizal’s exile in Dapitan. She suspects it refers to their town’s bell. 

 

 Climax: 

 

With the help of her classmates and townspeople, Amara rings the bell on Rizal’s birthday 

after decades of silence. 

 

 Falling Action: 

 

The town is deeply moved by the event and recognizes the power of remembrance, youth 

action, and unity. 

 

 Resolution 

The bell rings every June 19 as a symbol of collective awakening. Amara’s efforts bring Rizal’s 

legacy to life. 

 

 Conflict 

 

 Internal Conflict: 

Amara’s struggle to prove that a forgotten relic can still inspire change in a modern town. 

 

 External Conflict: 
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Apathy and neglect from the community regarding their own history and the bell’s 

forgotten meaning. 

 

 Theme 

 

Nationalism through education and remembrance 

 

Youth empowerment 

 

Art and action as tools of peaceful change 

 

Reviving history through community involvement 

 


